
Dear Members of our Catholic Communities: 

   Today’s readings give us an invitation to avoid unnecessary worries by 

putting out trust in the love and providential care of a loving and merciful 

God, and by living each day as it comes, doing His will and realizing His 

presence within us, within others, and in all the events of our lives. Today’s 

first reading is one of the most touching expressions of God’s love in the 

Bible. Through the prophet Isaiah, the Lord asks the question: “Can a mother 

forget her infant?” and give His solemn pledge, “I will never forget you!” The 

Lord God reminds Israel that even the best of human love is only a shadow of 

God’s eternal, life-giving love for His people. This morning I had the sad but 

necessary task of offering a Funeral Mass for Baltazar Gonzalez Garcia, a 

parishioner, who perished last week in a trailer fire in Osino, together with 

his partner, and his baby son, Angel. It is not only awkward, but demanding 

of the priest to speak of God’s love for each one of us when confronted with 

the reality of such a tragedy. When confronted with such a tragedy, we are 

called upon to trawl the deepest pools of our faith, in order to try to make 

sense of the senseless. Last week, when visiting the family at the site of the 

fire, I informed them that the following evening, Friday, there was already 

scheduled in St. Joseph’s Church a Healing Mass in Spanish. These masses 

are offered periodically, and I suggested that if they attended this Healing 

Mass it might bring them some comfort in their grief. I was taken aback on 

Friday night, when I began the Mass with Fr. Tomy, the church was filled to 

overflowing. I am sure this was of great consolation to the family, to see so 

many people accompanying them in their sorrow, and praying for healing. 

Most times, it is not the words of comfort we may have to offer, but just our 

physical presence, that can bring some consolation to the bereaved. I think 

of the weeping women who accompanied Jesus on his sad but necessary 

journey to Calvary on Good Friday. I am certain that Jesus, in his suffering, 

and in the knowledge of his impending death, was comforted as he carried 

his cross for our sins. Some believe that in order to participate fully in church 

life, we must be involved in some ministry, usually during the celebration of 

Mass. Ministry is not just what might be done during the Mass. The many 

examples I witness here of people accompanying others in their sorrows, 

whether concerning a death or a serious illness, is a moving example of how 

we can minister, one to the other, in time of need. My own faith is 

strengthened when I see your faith in action at times like these. 

God bless, 



Father Dan 


